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SUBJECT:  "BOOK  NEWS."  Information  from  the  Extension  Office,  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture. 


The  thought  of  long  winter  evenings  has  been  worrying  a  friend  of  mine  who 
has  just  moved  to  the  farm. 

"Farm  life  is  too  good  to  he  true  these  nice  September  days,"  she  told  me 
not  long  ago.     But  she  added:  11  I'm  not  so  sure  how  it  will  be  here  in  winter, 
especially  during  the  long  evenings.    Won't  you  suggest  some  good  ways  for  my  family 
to  occupy  themselves  in  the  evening  so  we  won't  get  lonely  for  the  bright  lights 
and  the  amusements  we're  used  to  in  the  city?" 

Well,  the  more  I  hear  of  modern  life  on  the  farm,  the  more  I  get  the  idea 
that  farm  families  have  as  many  winter  amusements  as  city  people.     As  for  the 
evenings,  my  friends  on  farms  tell  me  that  they're  filled  with  club  gatherings, 
community  dramatics,  games,  musical  groups,  hobbies,  handicraft  and  reading. 
Books  seem  to  be  favorite  companions  for  many  a  family  on  a  winter  evening. 

Farm  people  young  and  old  are  reading  for  pleasure  much  more  than  they  used 
to.    They're  beginning  to  understand  the  opportunities  that  books  offer.  Country 
libraries  are  increasing,    neighbors  are  cooperating  to  get  good  reading  matter  for 
the  whole  family. 

As  an  example,   I'd  like  to  tell  you  about  what  Elizabeth  Moreland  has  been 
doing  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,    Hiss  Moreland  is  the  community  service  specialist 
nth  the  Extension  Service.     She  is  a  lover  of  books  herself  and  is  devoting  much 
of  her  time  nowadays  to  spreading  an  interest  in  reading  among  rural  people  and 
also  to  helping  them  get  the  kind  of  reading  they  want. 

She  says:  "For  the  last  few  years  many  young  people  have  been  forced  to 
stay  at  home  on  farms  with  few  outlets  for  their  interests  and  energies.     They  have 
been  restless  and  dissatisfied.     Farmers  themselves  were  baffled  and  their  wives 
»orn  out  trying  to  make  things  go  smoothly  at  home.     Books  have  so  much  to  offer 
in  this  situation." 

Miss  Moreland  spreads  book  interest  in  every  way  she  can.     She  carries  books 
around  in  her  car  as  she  drives  through  the  country;  she  talks  to  farm  women  and 
c°ys  and  girls  about  books  they  have  read  and  others  that  will  interest  them. 
3ecause  many  farm  homes  have  little  money  to  invest  in  books,  she  has  prepared  a 
fine  collection  of  10-cent  books  for  children  which  she  takes  to  home  demonstration 
meetings . 

Each  summer  she  packs  up  200  books  or  so  and  takes  thern  to  the  district  4-H 
camps,    she  sets  up  her  library  under  a  tree  in  a  much-frequented  part  of  the  camp, 
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hangs  oook  maps  on  tne  tree,  and  sets  a  long  table  of  books  underneath.     She  uses 
2  laxge  maps,  attractively  colored  and  framed.     One  is  the  "Mao  of  Great  Ad- 
ventures" which  locates  the  scenes  of  the  better-known  adventure  stories  of  the 

Z   Z^l    SV1SS  FaSily  HoM*so*">  "toll  of  the  Wild",  "Little  American," 
and  about  175  others.    Tne  other  map  is  called  the  "Book  Lovers  Map  of  America  " 
The  young  people  at  the  camp  sit  around  the  Ion,  table  under  the  See    a^d  read 
or  look  over  books  and  jet  ideas  for  future  reading  from  the  interest  hi 

Tt    LpX\uS  iLf  It6  TPSrS  ^  S°0d  **»  rather  *S  them 

read  much  at  camp,   out  las  ,  summer  they  borrowed  an  average  of  2  books  per  person 

beside  those  tney  read  in  the  library  under  the  trees. 

Some  of  the  isolated  rural  communities  have  no  libraries  of  any  fctnS  and 
have  not  had  sufficient  means  or  interest  to  support  one.    For  thesfLoSe  "ts 
1 ore  and  has  what  sac-  calls  her  demonstration  libraries.    Ihese  libraries  were 

wuld  spread  about  the  next  library,    rne  home  demonstration  agent  and  loc™  club 

JH1^ :: ----- tXfr^rrj^£ 

Spin?1  L:t0r-VmUrS-  S"6  eXplalned  aio^  *•  new  iibra™  and  sa id  the'  couid 
5S.  ^LS?.WTOla  6XPand  "         makS  U  »  mowing  circulating  library  for  Z 

a££;taet£JL™L^  TUne,a  fW  a  4"-   *•  men  and  boys  To  be  n 

'ion  club  women  raised  money  hv=L  ,        neW  b00ks'  the  home  demonstra- 

te? no,-  'We  "or    n Inn    T   J       Vmg  a  llmch  t0  30me  mU1  '"rkers  in  the  valley, 
the  books  are  out.  85  ^  *•**  emulation  1.  large.     Sometimes  all 

■?  M  ai'o^^C'ab^f^^rV^  J»  -  llU1S  "th  °nly  19 
Wtyear.    The"™        ?  „  ,  r      f     v  °ne  °f  *he  librar^'  f°r  <*e  first  time 
,**  the  oommunny  rcnorts  ft-t  ^  a  Uttle  lfiss  than  30  books  » 

^may  «^         r«3«  ffi ion! '  «' 

itolat'ed  ^Iw'hJ??*^^  f ftS*?         "TV"  took,  were  to 

ieaonstration  club's  all  over  the  ttlll         ?  £?    °  the  oriSlnal  number.    And  home 
««*  fee  bo?k  service  eoSae?racoemmuS?f.a  *p,ci^  interest  ln  helPinS  to 


